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                                        Advice on Pet Bereavement for Dogs

It is important to help other dogs in the household who have experienced a loss, as they also experience grief. This is often due to the pet having played a large role in day-to-day life with your other dogs.
Every dog can react differently to loss but here are some common signs to look out for:

· Lethargy

· Loss of appetite

· More barking, crying or whinging

· Separation anxiety

It is imperative to reinforce positive behaviours at this point. Even though it maybe hard, it is important to ignore the unwanted behaviours to ensure these behaviours are not reinforced. 

If these behaviours do not subside after a period of time, please let us know.

To help yourself and your animals through this difficult time, here are a few tips to help minimise their stress:

· Stick to routine
Keep their routine the same. For example: the times of which your dog is fed and when you walk them.

· Provide more stimulation

Losing another dog may leave the other dogs feeling bored and anxious due to the large proportion of time they used to spend together. More stimulation can count as mental stimulation or exercise. You can add in an extra walk or start a new training programme with your dog or even buy some new toys.

· Be aware that dynamics between the other dogs may change

When an animal dies, it creates temporary instability within the group if you have more than one dog. This can result in conflicts that are disturbing to human family members, but unless one of your pets is becoming a danger to the others, it’s best to let them re-establish group dynamics on their own.
· Give it time

It’s hard to know how long our pets’ memories are, but based on anecdotal evidence, it seems that dogs in particular do remember companions for some time. Your pet’s grieving process may take a few days, weeks, or even months, but eventually most pets return to their normal lively selves.

If at any point you feel your pet is suffering unnecessarily or there is something more going on than simply missing their friend, please ring us on 01635 254544.
