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ALABAMA ROT IN DOGS

Alabama rot has been very prominent in the press recently and there have been a handful of cases in the local area.
If you visit, Anderson Moores website, there are some useful articles about Alabama Rot on there with a map of confirmed cases in each area.
 What is Alabama Rot? 

The reason that this disease is called Alabama rot is that prior to 2013 the only reported cases had been in a group of greyhounds in Alabama in the ‘80s. The medical name for this condition is Cutaneous and Renal Glomerular Vasculopathy (CRGV). 
What causes Alabama Rot? 

We don’t know! No infectious or toxic causes have yet been identified. 
What are the Symptoms?

· Skin disease or lesions can vary in appearance; the most common lesion is a circular, ulcerated area usually on the lower part of the limb or sometimes around the muzzle

·  Kidney failure. Not all dogs will go on to develop kidney failure but symptoms often start with acute increased water intake and urination followed by loss of appetite, lethargy, sometimes vomiting. 

These symptoms can develop any time from 1-10 days following development of the skin lesions 
What is the treatment? 
Currently it is not clear whether early treatment of dogs with skin lesions alone will prevent the development of kidney failure. This is because not all dogs with skin lesions will progress to kidney failure even without treatment. Once kidney failure has developed there is a very high risk that the disease will be fatal. Management of acute kidney failure involves intensive care hospitalisation, usually at a referral centre. 
What can Owners do to help Prevent Alabama Rot?
It is suggested that cleaning your dogs paws after each long walk in the countryside in soapy water may help reduce any toxin load picked up from the environment.
