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DENTAL TREATMENTS

Just like us, from time to time our pets need some form of dental treatment, whether it be a scale and polish or a complex dental with tooth extractions required. At Coach House Vets, we regard good pain relief as vital – we are sure our pets feel toothache as much as we do. Your pet will have pain relief medications whilst they are in the surgery and also when they go home as well in many cases. We have modern dentistry equipment so that we are able to carry out necessary treatments as safely as possible and in all cases this is done with your pet anaesthetised for their comfort and safety.
Dental hygiene is extremely important to your pets health. Periodontal disease can cause damage to your pets organs as well as giving your pet smelly breath!
What do we do?
As well as extractions and complex procedures, it is often necessary to clean the teeth under anaesthetic with an ultrasonic scaler. It is not possible to thoroughly clean the teeth and under the gums without a general anaesthetic. The clean is always followed up with a polishing. On other occasions, it is necessary to remove teeth, due to them being wobbly, fractured or deeply infected. Animals cope very well with missing teeth – a healthy gum is much more useful for eating than a sore tooth.
Where infection is present, or the mouth is sore, medication may be given before the dental work is carried out and continued afterwards to give your pet maximum relief and comfort. Most dental procedures are carried out as day cases so overnight hospitalisation should not be necessary.

What happens on the day?
After we have admitted your pet, we give a sedative and pain relieving 'premed', which relaxes your pet and ensure that he or she will be comfortable as possible after coming round from the anaesthetic. During the anaesthetic, your pet will be closely monitored by the vet and a nurse.
Under anaesthetic, we thoroughly examine all the teeth and carry out any necessary dental work. Frequently we find that this examination reveals problematic teeth that could not be identified when your pet was awake in the consultation, so do not be alarmed if we need to remove more teeth than we expected! We use dental charts so that we can note down any concerns of the condition of each tooth and treatment given. We remove any plaque and clean the teeth thoroughly, including under the gum line. We then polish the teeth so that they are easier to keep clean and less likely to attract plaque.

We check for pockets of infection around the teeth, 'caries' (tooth decay), fractures and 'neck lesions' in cats (painful areas of tooth destruction). These teeth may need further dental treatment or may have to be removed. If teeth are removed, we may need to close the gum with stitches, but these dissolve so there is no need for us to remove them at a later date.

Very occasionally, extensive dental work may have to be done in more than one session to minimise your pet's pain.

What do I need to do at home?
When you take your pet home, they will be likely to be sleepy for the next twenty four hours. They will probably appreciate a light meal on their first evening, and may prefer soft food to hard biscuits. They will often go home with antibiotics and pain relief, but this does depend on the dental work that has been carried out.
A check up between 48hours and one week later will be arranged with you when you collect your pet to check that they are recovering satisfactorily and that you are happy with any homecare you have been recommended.

What can I do to improve my pet's dental health for the future?

Don't forget to keep up regular dental checks afterward to prevent further damage to the teeth. Ideally we would recommend checks at least every 6 months but some pets may require more frequent checks. Our nurses and vets can help with homecare and guide you to the most appropriate ways of keeping your pets mouth healthy in the future. These can include food supplements such as PlaqueOff to minimise further plaque accumulation, tooth brushing or gels to apply to the surface of the teeth. Please ask for some advice.

Finally, we do understand that leaving your pet with us for the day and letting them have an anaesthetic is a worrying time, but we will do everything we can to make it as stress-free and comfortable an experience as possible. It is important to remember that tooth problems can be extremely painful and your pet will be a lot happier once the treatment is carried out.
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