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TICK REMOVAL
TICK REMOVAL

The Threat to your Pet:
 Ticks can be associated with causing a lot of pain and discomfort to your pet but can also affect your pet in more serious ways:
· Ticks feed on your pets blood, thus heavy infestations can lead to anaemia 

· Ticks are transmission vectors for some diseases including Lyme disease, which can threaten your pets’ lives if left untreated.
Symptoms:

The first sign you may notice is a pink or red circular rash around the area of the bite (often described as looking like a bulls-eye on a dart board) which can later progress to the animal developing flu-like symptoms such as tiredness, a depressed appetite and swelling of the joints.
Prevention of Lyme disease
Ticks live in mainly outside area including woodland, grassland and parks so can easily be picked up by brushing on vegetation. When walking in high risk areas:

· Keep covered up to create a physical barrier to ticks
· Keep to designated footpaths where possible and avoid walking through deep vegetation 
· Check yourself regularly after walks for any ticks. Bear in mind that before the tick has taken its first blood meal they may appear as tiny spiders
· Consider the use insect repellents, particularly on children who are more likely to be exposed to ticks. Effective products can be discussed with your vet.

Prevention:
We highly recommend Bravecto that lasts 12 weeks for fleas and ticks. We do stock some spot on treatments and collars too.
How to Remove Ticks:
For fast and effective tick removal we recommend the using an ‘O’Tom’ tick hook which can be purchased form most pets stores or from us here at Coach House.
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If you do not have an O’Tom, an alternative method is to remove the tick by gently gripping the tick with fine-toothed tweezers as close to the skin as possible, and then pull steadily away from the skin. 
1. Using your tick remover tool, grasp the tick head firmly at the point of attachment, and as close to the skin as possible.

2. Using slow, steady and firm traction, pull the tick upwards. Please note that some tools may recommend circular anti-clockwise twisting motion while pulling to dislodge the parasite.

3. DO NOT squeeze the tick body at any time as this can inject more saliva into your pet while the tick is embedded.

4. After the tick has been removed, cleanse the area with mild soap and water.

5. If a small part of the tick breaks off, try to remove it as you would a splinter.

6. Observe the affected site for a few days after the tick has been removed. If any inflammation occurs, please contact your veterinarian.

Never use a lit cigarette end, a match head or essential oils to force the tick out as this can cause a tick to regurgitate potentially infected material back into the skin, and subsequently increase the risk of transmission of infection.
Do not hesitate to contact your vet if you have concerns regarding tick removal.[image: image2.emf]
